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purpose. Therefore we have not to think in the least
of facing the Prussian troops which threaten General
Frossard, of guarding Sarreguemmes, Rohrbach, Bitche,
those points are only important to us in so far as they are
helping or hampering the maich of the Fifth Corps If
they can be crossed without difficulty, they do not count.

In order to go to Bitche, we must find one or more
roads, such roads to be as safe as possible, and as
these roads will never be entnely safe by themselves,
we must, by means of special dispositions, give them
the security they lack, that is, guarantee to the troops
the certainty of reaching Bitche in spite of everything.

Let us consider the material part of the operation;
from Sarreguemmes to Bitche there are

(1)  The direct road via Rohrbach   eighteen miles,
but that road runs veiy close to the frontier, to place
there the main body of the army corps would make
protection impossible

(2)  There is another road, going via Zettmg, Didmg,
Kalhausen, Rahling, Montbronn, Lemberg, it is twenty-
four miles long.

(3)  Theie is a third road via Sarralbe, Saar-Umon,
Lorentzen, Lemberg: thirty miles.

The first one is dangeious, the third one, long; it is
the second we must tike with the main body of the
army corps, and, as it will be difficult to cover the
distance within one day, we shall have to start on the
evening of the 4th. In order not to encumber the
column, the convoys and parks which are not com-
batant elements will have to be thrown back on road
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Starting in the evening of the 4th on the road via
Zettmg, Didmg, etc., the army corps will arrive, and
bivouac at the end <& the first day's march, at Wittiing
and Achen. It will reach Bitche the next day without
difficulty.

But the enemy must be prevented from impeding
that movement This result will only be reached if,
during the two days of the 4th and the 5th, either he
does not appear (a thing which depends upon himself),
or if, having appeared, he is kept at a distance; a
thing which depends on ourselves.